
RUBY BRIDGES 

On November 14, 1960, a little girl named Ruby 

Bridges walked to school past a screaming mob of 

angry white people. She had to be protected by 

four gun-toting US federal marshals. 

Why ? She was doing someting no other African 

American in her hometown of New Orleans had 

ever done before. She was going to school with 

white children.  

For young Ruby, the isolation was even worse than the threats. When the school white’s 

parents pulled their children out in protest, she was left alone, day after day, with her white 

teacher, Barbara Henry. She couldn’t go out at recess so she played games with her 

teacher. 

 

1) You’re the detective. Use the context and guess what is … ? 

- A mob : une foule 

- A federal marshal : un policier/ agent fédéral 

- To pull out : retirer 

- Recess : récréation 

 

2) Who is Ruby Bridges ? What did she do and when ? 

 

On November 1960, Ruby Bridges became the first little black girl to integrate a 

school for white pupils. She was escorted by police officers because white people 

were very unhappy of her arrival to the school. 

 

3) List the negative reactions Ruby had to face  (quote the text) 

 

- « a screaming mob of angry white people » 

- « isolation » / « threats » 

- « the school white’s parents pulled their children out in protest » 

 



 

4) On November 25th, Ruby writes a letter to her best friend. She describes her first 

day in her new desegregated school and the week that followed. 

Imagine the letter !  

My Dear Dany, 

I am writing this letter to tell you about my first week at the desegregated school. 

The first day was so scary ! I was escorted by four federal marshalls because white peole were so 

savage ! they screamed and threw tomatoes at me. They wrote « Nigger » on the school’s wall. I 

didn’t feel welcome at all.  

The white pupils don’t talk to me. I am very isolated, I feel alone.  

Some parents actually pulled out their children from school in protest.  

Thankfully, my teacher is very nice and she stays with me in class during recess. 

It’s very hard but I am very proud to be the first black girl in a « white » school. 

I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ruby 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


